
Train and send to other African countries! That’s 
been a longtime goal of The Luke Commission. “Home 
base” will always be Eswatini (Swaziland), but the 
first “base camp” happening at the Miracle Campus 
may speed this dream along.

When medical and other personnel apply for a TLC job, 
they now agree to participate in Base Camp to learn 
what The Luke Commission is all about and how they 
might (or might not) fit in. Trial staff receive spiritual 
instruction and practical training in comprehensive 
healthcare. They take turns doing all jobs from patient 
care to cleaning to working on the farm.

Executive Director Echo VanderWal explained, “Our 
first Base Camp is taking us into TLC’s next season—a 
season where the Miracle Campus allows the 
formalization of TLC’s training process for healthcare 
providers throughout southern Africa. Base Camp 
is an intense course that covers character and the 
compassionate approach to health care provision, as 
well as professional skills. We can hardly contain our 
excitement!”

In five years, The Luke Commission has grown 900% in 
staff development from 30 to 300 fulltime employees! 
Yes, we are getting back to basics with Base Camp. 
Those who decide not to continue with TLC will be 
more equipped to move into areas and countries who 

still need comprehensive healthcare for the most 
vulnerable, isolated, and forgotten.

‹  Part of Base Camp training is 
working  alongside TLC staff 

members.

Embracing 
the Basics 

First we were loved, now we love. 1 John 4:19

Home Visits Break Down Resistance
Every week, TLC counselors visit the homesteads of HIV patients who are discouraged, in denial 
about their status, or not regularly refilling their anti-retroviral medications. HIV can be managed, 
but patients must adhere to critical treatment plans. TLC counselors and drivers travel to the most 
isolated rural areas of Eswatini in order to follow up with patients. This TLC service, new in 2018, 
breaks down walls of resistance. 

The Luke Commission’s Mission
To deliver compassionate, comprehensive healthcare to the most isolated and underserved of southern 

Africa in collaboration with rural communities, government, corporate, and non-profit partners.
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All stories are true; all photos were taken by TLC. Each person has given permission to tell his or her story.

From a TLC 
Counselor’s Heart  
“Thank you, Make (Mom) Echo, and the entire TLC 
family for taking care of me. I was wondering what 
kind of a job is this that would give me opportunity 
to be transformed to another level of Christian life? 
Today I am a different person compared to my first 
day at work. 

“I can’t stop thinking of how TLC has risen the bedridden 
to life, given the blind sight. and told all patients how 

precious their lives are in Christ. You encourage a 
sinner to be a prophet, you made the sick to be 

a healer, you bring hope to the hopeless, you 
take street kids and give them your heart, 

shelter, and food. Moreover, you gave 
the best medication for life—spiritual 

healing. 

“Now I know how to pray for 
others and give counsel 

according to the will of 
God. There are many 

jobs outside, but 
none like this.” 

“And who are you, Miracle 
Campus? People step inside 

the gate and get healed. 
I pray that every people 

from south, north, 
east and west 

will come.” 
- TLC Staff 

Member

While serving Swaziland since 2005, The Luke Commission began 
serving Eswatini just this year. On his 50th birthday, King MSwati III 
officially took back the pre-colonial name of his nation—Eswatini.

As our adopted and beloved country celebrates its 50th year, the year of 
Jubilee, we thank all those in the country, in North America, and elsewhere in the 
world who have journeyed with The Luke Commission for the past 13 years.

To the King of kings Who is taking us on this journey, we rejoice and carry on. 

Love, Harry and Echo

2018 Year of 
Jubilee: 50 years 
& a Renewed Name

The VanderWal family on the day of the triplets’ blessing ceremony



Even with all these Firsts you have been reading about, 
you – our donors - remain on the front line. Those who 
support The Luke Commission are first and foremost 
the people who keep comprehensive, compassionate 
medicine spreading and covering the Kingdom of 
Eswatini and beyond.

Please know your donations of any amount are crucial. 

To donate online: 
 secure.donationpay.org/lukecommission
To donate through Facebook: 
 www.facebook.com/LukeCommission
 To donate with a credit card or check to the US 
headquarters:
 The Luke Commission, 
 PO Box 1335, Sagle ID 83860

The Luke Commission has added another life-saving procedure, namely cervical 
cancer screening. 

As surprising as this might seem, the leading cause of death among women 
in Eswatini  (Swaziland’s new name) is cervical cancer. It’s caused by HPV—
human papilloma virus. HPV is contracted sexually, and those with HIV are 
more likely to become infected. 

Last January, The Luke Commission started to train staff on the Miracle Campus. 
Officially, the cervical cancer procedure was taken to the rural outreaches in 
May. 

In the first six weeks, 600 women were screened, with 24 testing positive. The 
screening checks the cervix for pre-cancerous or cancerous spots. The lesions 
found were treated with inexpensive interventions that can be performed at the 
Miracle Campus. This can now be done on the Miracle Campus and is not costly.

“The name of the game is early detection,” said Tiffany Riggleman, senior 
strategist. “If caught early, it can be treated; but since there are not a lot of 
warnings, if not caught early, it is deadly. Swazi women are responding well to 
being offered the screening, they are receptive.”

“Patients with stage IV cervical cancer received palliative care and love at the 
Miracle Campus.” explained Tiffany. 

Called VIA for Visual Inspection with Acetic Acid, the screening procedure takes 
only about 15 minutes and uses relatively inexpensive equipment and supplies. 
TLC sought and received the approval of the Ministry of Health to conduct this 
new screening program. Currently, HPV vaccine is not available in Eswatini due 
to the vaccine’s high cost.    

Saying 
“Yes” 

to 
Cervical 
Cancer 

Screening
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Please keep the 
‘Firsts’ Coming

Current Year Locations

Past Locations

TLC Still on HIV Front Line
For a more 
comprehensive 
list of statistics and 
services offered by 
The Luke Commission 
throughout the last 
13 years, go to 
www.lukecomission.org. 

TLC’s reporting year 
ends September 30th.

‹ TLC team members talk a patient 
through cervical cancer screening. 

“I was scared, but now it’s ok,” said the 
patient. “They told me it would not be 
painful, and it wasn’t. The Luke Commission 
has been good to me.” The 23-year-old 
patient learned about VIA from a community 
coordinator in her rural area. 

USA: The Luke Commission is a US 501(c)(3) non-profit organization; donations may qualify as a charitable 
deduction for federal income tax purposes. 

Eswatini: The Luke Commission is recognized as a reliable Non-Governmental Organization (NGO). 

Canada: Please mail to The Great Commission Foundation, PO Box 14006, Abbotsford, BC V2T0B4. Checks may be made 
to The Great Commission Foundation with The Luke Commission in the note line. Tax receipts will be issued to donors.

For more information about donations, email info@lukecommission.org or call 208.263.9311. 
All voicemails will be returned promptly.

As a key partner to help Eswatini achieve HIV 
epidemic control, TLC provides care to the most 
isolated communities with limited access to health 
care.

Working closely with the Ministry of Health, The 
Luke Commission is part of the team moving 
Eswatini to become the first country in the world 
to achieve the global goal of 90-90-90 by 2020. 
This goal represents 90% of people aware of their 
HIV status, 90% of those positive on treatment, 
and 90% of those on treatment virally suppressed, 
which significantly decreases new HIV infections. 
Though there’s much to celebrate, there’s much 
still to do to maintain our advances in the war 
against HIV.

TLC, a faith-based organization (FBO), partners 
with the United States government through 
the President’s Plan for AIDS Relief (PEPFAR) 
and the United States Agency for International 
Development (USAID) to scale up and deliver 
comprehensive HIV and TB prevention, care, and 
treatment services in rural Eswatini.

The US Embassy in Eswatini, including two 
ambassadors, has witnessed the integrated, 
holistic health care approach The Luke 
Commission provides rural communities. These 
firsthand experiences highlight the successes and 
effectiveness of TLC’s model.

Harry VanderWal, executive director and chief 
medical officer, said, “TLC treats the rural patient 
with respect and dignity. We listen, we love, we 
diagnose, we prescribe, we follow up, and we 
support those in treatment. ‘Every Last One’ is the 
core of who we are.”

          
  455,882 Medical Patients          

       

     1,017,903 Health Education to Rural Citizens

    3,580 Wheelchairs/Adaptive Equipment

          2
,880,083 Medication Packets

       11
,776 HIV/TB Therapies Initiation/Follow-ups          

         
    135,355 Patients Tested/Counseled for HIV

     696,151 TOMS Shoes for Children

         
 300,000 (lbs) Fresh Vegetables to Patients/Staff

   1,371 Cervical Cancer Screenings/Procedures

        1
10,812 Youth Vision Screening

      7
00,331 Scripture Books/Bibles

     1,0
08 Cataract/Eye Surgeries

    15,316 Surgical Procedures

   103,665 Eyeglasses      

2.3  
Million

Free Services Provided 
in 13 Years



Senior staff housing
Three houses have been completed, 
furnished and opened this year for

 senior staff members

TOB hospital/hospice

Agricultural project

Staff & Visitor housing
New beds and furniture have been made for 
all staff housing. Currently, the three large 
buildings, which include toilet and shower 

facilities, house 150 staff members and visitors

5 warehouses, daily 
clinic, vehicles, inventory, 

off ices, pharmacy 

Logistic Nerve Centre (LNC) 
Kitchen, multi-purpose room, 

executive off ices

Specialized Care and Surgical Centre 
(SCSC) under construction

Staff break room 
& laundry

Lab

Storage of supplies

Future Parking Lot

Staff Development 
Centre (SDC) and Church

The Temporary Operations Building (TOB) has 
become the temporary but very operational hospital 
on the Miracle Campus. The large ward in the 
center is surrounded by smaller patient rooms. 
Family caregivers and children often stay to help 
and encourage their sick loved ones.

Families are welcome to visit or stay at the TOB with 
their loved ones. TLC’s medical team is expanding with 
more and more and more Swazi nurses and doctors.

“Swazis understand that the spiritual cannot be separated 
from the physical. No one is forced to participate,” 
explained a TLC staff member. “When you’re really sick, 
though, you suddenly think more about heaven and what 
happens after death. The TOB has become holy ground 
for all of us.”

The Luke Commission opened an interim hospital 
on the Miracle Campus—not intentionally at first, 
but with the desire to serve whoever, whenever.

Swazis who could not find help, who were 
extremely ill, who were often close to death began 
coming to the gate of the Miracle Campus. The 
“every last one” mandate would not let anyone be 
refused help.

And so, TLC’s hospital was born, maybe a little 
premature but with the assurance that God’s 
timing is perfect. Specialized Care and Surgical 
Centre (hospital) is under construction, requiring 
additional funding to be completed.

The intermediary hospital houses medically 
complex patients. TLC staff provide compassionate 
care to patients as they adjust to Anti-Retroviral 
Treatment, undergo tuberculosis treatment, or live 
out their last earthly days. 

Reaching Teens...

Recently when working more closely with Challenge Ministries’ rural pastors, The Luke Commission became 
aware of six young patients who are mentally troubled. One had been chained to a tree for three years, and 
another had been shackled to a log for ten years. TLC counseled the families, obtaining freedom for those 
in chains. 

TLC brought all six patients to the Miracle Campus, housed them with compassionate staff members and 
trained the staff in mental health. Meanwhile, the patients are allowed to work on the farm and on supervised 
building/inventory projects. After two months, three men still reside on campus.

As so often happens, The Luke Commission has been propelled into a whole new area of service—how to 
train and equip local rural communities to provide care, housing, and livelihoods for their mentally ill.  

Saturday teen clubs for HIV+ young people were started 
on the Miracle Campus in August. The teens meet 

once a month to combine the seriousness of their 
lives with light-hearted activities. “It’s been 

a success from the first day,” said a TLC 
counselor. “We knew there was a need 

for young people battling HIV to know 
they are not alone and they are 

highly valued. We have been 
surprised by the response, 

the desire to be honest 
with one another and 

to accept with 
love a difficult 

diagnosis.

It’s a Hospital, a Hospice, and Holy Ground

Mentally 
Ill, But 

No Longer 
Forsaken

TLC’s farm staff plants and harvests 
cash crops of beans and maize 

to finance the next crops

Proceeds from TLC’s agricultural project 
fund machinery maintenance and purchase 
of seed and fertilizer. In addition, crops 
are shared with staff, patients, and other 
charities in Eswatini. A large year-round 
garden supplies produce to the TLC kitchen, 
which feeds 300 a day. That number swells 
to 500 during eye surgery weeks, Base 
Camps, holidays, and special events. It’s such 
a privilege to grow and to feed thousands as 
an arm of compassionate medicine!  

The Board 
of Challenge 

Ministries 
Swaziland (CMS) 

has decided to 
outsource the medical 

and compassionate care 
arms of the ministry to 

longtime partner, The Luke 
Commission. TLC now provides 

medical care for the women’s and 
men’s centers, Hawane children’s 

home, Bulembu children’s homes and 
community, and twelve In Community, By 

Community (ICBC) rural churches. CMS 
and TLC share several Board Members.

TLC’s vision of serving the underserved 
communities of the Kingdom of Eswatini is a perfect 

fit for the rural work and impact of the ICBC churches 
planted through CMS. This collaboration enables CMS 
to benefit from TLC’s extensive, comprehensive health 
care platform and to tap into TLC’s worldwide network of 

consulting physicians. The growth and alignment of both 
organizations have a common goal of transforming a 

nation, one life at a time.

Frans Pienaar, 
TLC board chairman, 

CMS board 
vice-chairman

Joining 
Hands 
with 
Challenge 
Ministries

‹
Information 
technology (IT)
IT is ever on the rise at The Luke 
Commission. A mobile server 
was integrated with outreaches 
to begin real-time electronic data 
entry, and an internal software 
system has continued to expand 
patient record keeping and 
centralized a variety of support 
functions. Growing almost daily, 
50 computers, 80 iPhones, and 
40 iPads support daily operations. 
Also a new Cummins 220 kVA 
generator brings increased 
stability to the medical and 
technical functions on Campus.


